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SoundWave 5.1 PCI
Installation Guide

Introduction
The SoundWave 5.1 PCI transforms your PC into a home
theater system with multi-channel surround sound.

Features and Benefits
• Customize Internet audio with the power and

surround sound of EAX™ audio technologies
• Conforms to PCI specification, revision 2.2 and

PC99 specification
• Supports multi-channel music, games and DVD's

on 2, 4, 6 (5.1) speaker systems
• HRTF-based 3D positional audio, DirectSound

3D and A3D to support the latest 3D positional
audio

• Built-in 16 bit full duplex CODEC with DLS-based
wavetable music synthesizer, supports
DirectMusic™

• Fully compliant with Sound Blaster, Sound Blaster
Pro and DirectSound and supports EAX, karaoke
key, echo... sound effects

System Requirements
• Pentium® II 366 MHz or equivalent PC with an

available PCI slot
• Windows® 8.1 (32-/64-bit) / 8 (32-/64-bit) / 7 (32-
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Package Contents
• SoundWave 5.1 PCI
• Driver CD
• Installation Guide

Layout

Figure 1:  Layout
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• LINE In: This connector provides line-in function.
• MIC: This connector provides microphone in

function.

Note: You can connect to both CD-In and
Aux-In at the same time.  However, only one
CD-In can be connected at one time.

        /64-bit) / Vista (32-/64-bit) / XP (32-bit) / Server
          2003 & 2008 (32-/64-bit) / Server 2008 R2 / 2000
• DirectX 8.1 or above
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• Front Out: This connector provides front source
output, you can connect one set of active speakers
or headphone.

• Rear Out: This connector provides rear sound
source output, you can connect one set of active
speakers or headphone.

• Center/Subwoofer Out: This connector provides
center and subwoofer (LFE) sound source output,
you can connect one set of active speakers.

• CD In (internal): This connector can be used to
attach CD-ROM or DVD-ROM audio cable.  There
are two different connectors.  Select the connector
that matches your audio cable.

• Aux In (internal): This connector can be used to
connect other audio output devices.
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Hardware Installation
It is recommended that you remove any previously
installed sound card drivers before installing the
SoundWave 5.1 PCI to avoid any conflicts.  If previously
installed drivers are not removed, the SoundWave 5.1
PCI may not function properly.
General instructions for installing the card are provided
below. Since the design of computer cases and
motherboards vary, refer to your computer’ s reference
manual for further information, if needed.
Static Electricity Discharge may permanently damage
your system.  Discharge any static electricity build up in
your body by touching your computer case for a few
seconds.  Avoid any contact with internal parts and
handle cards only by their external edges.
1. Turn OFF the power to your computer and any

other connected peripheral devices.
2. Unplug the power cord from the computer.
3. Remove your computer’ s cover.
4. Remove the slot bracket from an available PCI slot.
5. To install the card, carefully align the card's bus

connector with the selected PCI slot on the
motherboard. Push the board down firmly, but
gently, until it is well seated.

6. Replace the slot bracket holding screw to secure
the card.

7. Connect one end of the audio cable from your
CD-ROM or DVD-player to the CD In on the
soundcard.

8. Replace the computer cover and reconnect the
power cord.
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Driver Installation
Windows 8.1 / 8 (32-/64-bit)
1. Install the board then boot up Windows.
2. At Windows desktop, insert the software CD.
3. Click Windows key and R, type D:\setup.exe,

click OK. (Change D: to match your CD-ROM
drive letter)

4. Follow the on-screen instructions to complete the
installation.

Windows 7 (32-/64-bit) / Server 2008 R2
1. Install the board then boot up Windows.
2. At the Windows desktop, insert the software CD.

Close the CD autoplay box if prompted.
3. Click Start, in the Search programs and files box,

type  D:\setup.exe, press Enter.  (Change D: to
match your CD-ROM drive letter)

4. Follow the on-screen instructions to complete the
installation.

Windows Vista (32-/64-bit) / Server 2008 (32-/64-
bit)
1. Install the board then boot up Windows.
2. At the Found New Hardware window, click Cancel.
3. Insert the software CD:

At the AutoPlay window: Click Open folder to
view files.  Double click Setup.
If AutoPlay doesn't start: Click Start, in the Start
Search box, type  D:\setup.exe, press Enter.
(Change D: to match your CD-ROM drive letter)
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4. Follow the on-screen instructions to complete the
installation

Windows XP (32-bit) / Server 2003 (32-/64-bit) /
2000
1. Install the board then boot up Windows.
2. At the Found New Hardware Wizard, click Cancel.
3. Insert the software CD.  Click Start, Run, type

D:\setup.exe, then click OK. (Change D: to match
your CD-ROM drive letter)

4. Follow the on-screen instructions to complete the
installation.

To Verify Windows Installation
1. Check Device Manager to verify installation.

For Windows 8.1 / 8 / 7 / XP / Server 2003 & 2008
R2: Right click This PC, Computer or My
Computer, click Manage, click Device Manager.
For Windows Vista: Right click Computer, click
Manage, click Continue, click Device Manager.
For Windows Server 2008: Right click Computer,
click Manage, double click Diagnostics, click
Device Manager.

2. Double-click Sound, video and game controllers,
then double click C-Media PCI Audio Device.

3. A message This device is working properly is
displayed, the driver has been correctly installed.
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Uninstalling the Sound Card Driver
Windows 8.1 / 8 / 7 / Server 2008 R2
1. Click Start, Control Panel, then click Programs.
2. Double click Uninstall a Program under Programs.
3. Double click C-Media PCI Audio Device then

follow the on-screen instructions to uninstall the
driver.

Windows Vista
1. Click Start, then Control Panel.
2. Double click Uninstall a Program under Programs.
3. Double click C-Media PCI Audio Device, click

Continue, then follow on-screen instructions to
uninstall the driver.

Windows XP / Server 2003 / 2000
1. Click Start, Settings, then Control Panel.
2. Double click Add/Remove Programs.
3. Select C-Media PCI Audio, then click

Change/Remove or Add/Remove button, then
follow the on-screen instructions to uninstall the
driver.

Windows Server 2008
1. Click Start, then Control Panel.
2. Double click Programs and Features.
3. Double click C-Media PCI Audio.
4. Select Yes, I want to restart my computer now,

then click Finish to restart Windows.
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Speaker Configuration

Note: For Server 2008 and 2008 R2, the speaker
might be disabled after driver installation. To
enable the speaker, right click the volumn control
icon in the task bar, click Sound, click Yes then
click OK.

Windows 8.1 / 8 / 7 / Server 2008 R2 / Vista
Make sure to log in as Administrator or an account with
administrative privileges.

1. Right click the volume control icon located in the
taskbar by the system clock.

2. Click Playback devices, select C-Media PCI Audio
Device, click Configure.

3. Follow the on-screen instructions to configure your
speakers.

Windows XP / Server 2003 / 2000
1. From the main desktop, click Start, Settings,

Control Panel.
2. Click Sounds and Multimedia, select Audio tab.
3. Click Advanced under Sound Playback, then click

the Speakers tab.
4. Click the drop down arrow and select your

speakers.
5. Click Apply, then OK to save the settings.



9

Windows Server 2008
Make sure to log in as Administrator or an account with
administrative privileges.

1. Right click the volume control icon located in the
taskbar by the system clock. If prompted, click Yes
to enable Windows Audio Service, otherwise continue
to step 2.

2. Click Playback , select C-Media PCI Audio Device,
click Configure.

3. Follow on-screen instructions to setup your
speakers.

Utilities Software
Xear 3D is an audio setup utility for your soundcard.
Xear 3D quick start icon, located in the system tray by
the clock, installs automatically during driver
installation.  In addition to configuring speaker type,
sound effects and listening environment, the utility
includes mixer and equalizer  software.  Simply click on
the quick start icon to open the audio setup utility.

Note:  In Xear 3D, please select six speakers under
Analog Output to get the full 5.1 channel capability.


